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A New Church in a New Land:
The Founding of Det Danske
Evangeliske Lutherske Kirkesamfund
i Amerika
INTRODUCTION
Dana College, Blair, Nebraska, and Grand View College,
Des Moines, Iowa, are the two surviving institutions of
higher education founded by Danish immigrants in the
United States. One part of a year-long celebration of Dana's
centennial in 1984 was the publication of a new history of the
college and its parent institution , Trinity Seminary. Entitled
A Place Called Dana , the book was released October 5
during Dana 's Homecoming observance.
In the opening chapter of A Place Called Dana reprinted below - Petersen describes the events which led to
the establishment of Det Danske Evangeliske Lutherske
Kirkesamfund in Amerika (The Danish Evangelical Lutheran
Church Association in America) in 1884. Often called the
"Blair Church" because its headquarters and seminary were
located in that community, this branch of Danish Lutheranism in North America merged in 1896 with a group of likeminded immigrants, who had broken away from the Danish
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America two years earlier,
to form the United Danish Evangelical Church. The United
Church existed for sixty-four years before joining with
churches of German and Norwegian backgrounds to create
the American Lutheran Church in 1960.
by PETER L. PETERSEN
It was mid-September, 1884. Eight years had passed
since the Centennial of the United States, a celebration
marred briefly by shocking news from the West - the death
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of General Custer and his men at the Battle of the Little Big
Horn. Across the nation rival supporters of Grover Cleveland and James G. Blaine were already at work on what soon
degenerated into one of the most scurrilous presidential
campaigns in American history. Vivid memories of the Civil
War still affected the voting behavior of many among the
country's population of fifty-five million. At Hyde Park, in
upstate New York, Franklin D. Roosevelt was nearing his
third birthday; a thousand miles to the west, Missourians
John and Martha Truman had a four-month-old baby boy
named Harry.
In eastern Nebraska there was already a hint of fall in
the air. Pasture and hay lands had started to turn brown,
while in the com fields which dotted the region's fertile hills
and valleys, the rich green of summer was slowly losing out
to the tans and beiges of autumn. Because the arduous task
of harvesting corn by hand would not begin for several
weeks, it was an ideal meeting time for farm people. At a
little country church, near a place called Argo in southern
Burt County, men were gathering. Largely from Nebraska,
Iowa, and Minnesota, they were coming to form a new
Lutheran church body in America. And although Dana
College was still a thing of the distant future, the meeting at
Argo that September set in motion some of the events which
led to its creation.
The people who came to Argo one hundred years ago
were Danish immigrants - recent participants in the largest
folk migration in history. In the century between 1814 and
the beginning of World War I, 52,000,000 Europeans left
their ancestral homes and moved to the United States or
some other country in the new world. Among this veritable
flood of migrants were more than 300,000 Danes, a tiny
fraction of the total European emigration, but a number
equal to about ten percent of the Danish population in 1900.
The Denmark of today is a peaceful, prosperous nation
whose citizens enjoy one of the highest standards of living in
the world. In the second half of the nineteenth century,
however, Denmark was undergoing a population boom
which strained its limited land and resources. Throughout
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much of the western Europe a sharp decline in infant
mortality, due largely to the development and use of
vaccines, had caused the population to grow beyond the
ability of agriculture to adequately feed it and industry to
fully employ it. Compounding
Denmark's
domestic
difficulties was a disastrous war with the Germans which
had resulted in the loss of Slesvig and other territories to
Austria and Prussia in 1864. In a recent study of Danish
emigration during its peak years, 1868-1900, Kristian Hvidt
describes Danes of that time as restless and often dissatisfied.
In much of the nation, improvements in travel, communications, and education had brought about a gradual realization
that there were possibilities for a better life outside the
village or the social circumstances of one's birth. The
ambition for better living conditions, what Hvidt calls
"social buoyancy," was soon being expressed in greatly
increased internal and external migration. Many Danes
whose unsatisfied ambitions had caused them to leave home
traveled only to the nearest town where the growth of
industry was creating a demand for workers. Others,
however often lured by "American letter" from earlier
emigrants, joined the trans-Atlantic migration to the "distant
magnet" of the United States. 1
Because industrialism
came relatively
early to
Denmark, particularly in comparison to Norway and
Sweden, factories in Copenhagen and the burgeoning
provincial towns were able to absorb much of the initial
population growth. Thus Danish emigration tended to be
both later and smaller than that of its Nordic neighbors.
Although American census material, especially in the early
years, must be used with caution, it appears that there were
slightly more than 30,000 Danes in the United States by
1870. In contrast, the same census reports more than 114,000
Norwegians and nearly 98,000 Swedes. Forty years later, the
census of foreign born in the United States lists 665,207
Swedes, 403,887 Norwegians, and 181,649 Danes. In both
1870 and 1910, Danes were far less concentrated than
Swedes and Norwegians in any given geographic area. 2 In
sum, Danish immigrants to the United States were later in
-7-

time of arrival, fewer in number, and more widely dispersed
than other Scandinavian-Americans.
With the exception of about 5,000 Mormons in Utah
and scattered settlements of Methodists, Baptists, and
Seventh Day Adventists, the vast majority of these early
Danish immigrants were Lutheran and at least nominal
members of the Folkekirke, the Danish folk church.
(Technically not a "state church" after the end of political
absolutism in 1849, the Church of Denmark was and still is
state-supported.)
In the absence of established Danish
Lutheran Churches in the United States, those among the
pre-1870 Danish immigrants who were religiously inclined
tended to affiliate with Norwegian, Swedish, or "Scandinavian" Lutheran congregations. But as the number of Danes in
the United States began to rise sharply after 1870, there was
increased yearning among them for churches and pastors of
their own.
At the same time, there was a gradual awakening in
Denmark to the need for mission activities among Danes in
the United States. Letters began appearing in various
religious publications urging evangelism in America. In 1867
Claus Laurits Clausen, a Dane who had served for more than
twenty years as a pastor among Norwegian and Danish
immigrants in Wisconsin and Iowa, returned to his
homeland for a visit. While in Denmark he traveled and
spoke widely, describing conditions in the United States and
beseeching Danish religious leaders to send pastors to work
among their countrymen overseas. In part because of
Clausen's fervent pleadings, the "Commission to Further the
Preaching of the Gospel Among Danes in North America"
was formed in 1869. Although the "Commission" was an
independent and private body, it was recognized by the
Danish government and received financial support from the
state.
Before the Commission could send its first missionaries
to the United States, an event occurred in Iowa that would
have profound significance in the subsequent history of
Danish-American
Lutheranism. At St. Ansgar, where
Clausen was the pastor of a sizable Norwegian congregation,
-8-

eighteen pastors and three laymen met August 10-16, 1870,
to form the "Conference for the Norwegian-Danish
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America." Ironically, with
the exception of Clausen, there was not a single Danish
pastor in the entire Conference. If events went according to
plan, however, this would soon change. Already Clausen
was in touch with friends in Denmark urging them to send
Danes to enroll at Augsburg Seminary, the Conference's
newly established school located first at Marshall, Wisconsin, and after 1872 in Minneapolis. 3
Meanwhile, the Commission in Denmark had finally
arranged to send three workers to the United States.
Arriving in New York on June 12, 1871, Pastor A. C. L.
Grove-Rasmussen, lay preacher Anders Sixtus Nielsen, and
student Rasmus Andersen paused only briefly before
hurrying on to Danish settlements in the Midwest. GroveRasmussen's assignment was to take an inventory of
conditions among Danish immigrants to aid in determining
the feasibility and extent of future mission activities.
Accordingly, he traveled extensively going as far west as
Grand Island, Nebraska, before returning to Denmark.
Nielsen soon accepted a call to the Danish-Norwegian
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cedar Falls, Iowa. Because
he was not a theological candidate from the University of
Copenhagen, Danish authorities refused to ordain Nielsen
when he returned to Denmark to get his family. Seemingly
undaunted, Nielsen went back to Iowa where Clausen
ordained him at St. Ansgar. The following year Nielsen in
turn ordained Rasmus Andersen after the latter had
completed a year of study at Augsburg Seminary.
By this time Nielsen and Andersen were not alone in
their religious labors among Danish immigrants. Niels
Thomsen, a former missionary to India working on a Kansas
farm, consented in 1871 to a call from a Danish congregation
in Indianapolis, while missionary Adam Dan accepted an
almost simultaneous call from his post among Syrian
orphans in Jerusalem to a congregation at Racine, Wisconsin. Nielsen, Andersen, Thomsen, and Dan - often called
the "first four" of Danish Lutheranism in the United States -9-

assembled for the first time at Waupaca, Wisconsin on June
29, 1872, for Andersen's ordination.
Three months later Dan and Andersen met again, this
time at Neenah, Wisconsin. Together with some laymen,
they formed a ministerial association called the Kirkel gh
Missionforening (Church Mission Society), and laid plans
for a bimonthly paper named Kirkelig Samler (Church
Gatherer). The September 7-9, 1872 meeting at Neenah is
generally considered to be the beginning of the first Danish
Lutheran synod in the United States.
Why did these Danish pastors not join the already
existing Norwegian-Danish Conference? Representatives of
the Conference had extended an invitation to them months
earlier. Answering for all four, Dan had declined the bid,
explaining that he and the others still saw themselves as part
of the Church of Denmark. This is evident in the great care
taken by members of the new organization to stress that they
had formed a society and not an independent church body. It
was not until 1874 that the name Danish Evangelical
Lutheran Church (hereafter the Danish Church) was
assumed and it was an additional four years before a
constitution was adopted. Despite these early and repeated
professions of loyalty, the Church of Denmark denied
ordination to the pastors of the Danish Church and provided
it with only token financial assistance. By the time leaders of
the Danish Church came to the unhappy realization that
they were largely on their own, theological disputes and
other quarrels had placed serious obstacles in the way of
forming a united presence among Danish Lutherans in the
United States. 4
These conflicts were primarily an outgrowth of divisions within the Church of Denmark. By the last third of the
nineteenth century, there were three readily identifiable
factions or groups within the Church
Center,
Grundtvigian, and Inner Mission. The Center had developed
early in the century as a reaction to the deadening rationalism which had sapped much of the Church's evangelical
spirit. A major leader of the movement was Jackob Peter
Mynster (1775-1854), pastor of the Copenhagen cathedral
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and later bishop of the Zealand diocese. Because Mynster
and many of his followers had little interest in lay participation and were strong supporters of the institutional church
with its definite ritual and administrative order, they were
of ten called the "high church" party. 5
The founder and leader of the second faction was one of
the most famous figures in all of Danish history, Nikolaj
Frederik Severin Grundtvig (1783-1872). Like Mynster,
Grundtvig fought against the lifelessness of rationalism.
Troubled by doubts about his own faith, Grundtvig
struggled until at last he found peace in the belief that
Christianity was not a set of convictions or reasoned
arguments but rather the "love and power of a living God."
Continued study led eventually to his "matchless discovery"
in 1825 that the living word of God was to be found in the
Apostolic Creed and the sacraments. The Bible, Grundtvig
came to believe, was a source of Christian enlightenment but
it was not the wellspring of Christianity. "We shall not stand
on the Bible and search for faith," he said, "but stand on
faith and read the Bible." Those who came to share Grundtvig' s rejection of the Bible as the only source and standard of
Christian faith and life were soon identified as Grundtvigians. 6
Grundtvig's influence went far beyond theology. A
fervent nationalist who repeatedly reminded his countrymen
of their glorious heritage, particularly during the dark days
of the Slesvig struggle, he also wrote poetry, historical
studies, and a remarkable number of hymns. Many consider
him to be the "father" of the folk school movement, that
uniquely Danish contribution to adult education . He did
much to create modern Denmark and in the process attracted
a great following, though eventually some turned against
many of his theological arguments. Perhaps Paul Nyhoem
put it best when he once described Grundtvig as "an
exceedingly complex figure who during a long and stormy
life, and an enormously productive one, exercised an
immense influence in a number of areas." 7
The Inner Mission was the third major faction with the
Church of Denmark. 8 Early in the century, "godly gather-11-

ings" had begun among spiritually-awakened
elements of
Denmark's
rural
population.
Initially
ecclesiastical
authorities had sought to ban these assemblies, but eventually they were allowed to continue. In 1853 a group of
laymen formed "The Association for the Inner Mission." Its
stated purpose was "to arouse life among those who were
sleeping in sin, to counteract the formation of sects, and, if
possible, to lead those who have strayed back to the Father's
House whence they have drifted." The Association sent out
as its first missionary a blacksmith named Jens Larsen. The
movement made little headway and seemed on the verge of
collapse when in 1861 it came under the vigorous and
dynamic leadership of Pastor Vihelm Beck (1829-1901). Beck
gave the movement badly needed direction and momentum
for the next forty years.
At first the Association only sent colporteurs to sell
religious tracts and books. Soon some of these sojourners
were commissioned as lay ministers and began holding
revival meetings in private homes, out-of-doors, or in public
buildings when denied use of the local church. From these
humble beginnings came a great revival which swept over
much of Denmark. Stressing repentance and the development of a personal faith, these Inner Mission preachers called
upon converts to renounce such activities as drinking,
dancing, gambling, and Sunday labor. This piety and
demands for a literal Biblical interpretation put the Inner
Mission in sharp contrast to some of the more worldly
Grundtvigians. 9
Nonetheless both groups accepted the Lutheran
confessions and considered themselves to be part of the
Church of Denmark. There were frequent arguments, but
, the presence of the Center mitigated some of the conflict.
Perhaps, too, the sobering realization that the state would no
longer provide them with financial assistance if they
separated from the Folk Church calmed the more extreme
elements. Beck and Grundtvig, moreover, had warned their
respective followers about the follies of sectarianism. Thus
the two great revival groups managed to co-exist, albeit at
times uneasily, within the broad and tolerant confines of the
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Church of Denmark. Whether such co-existence could be
maintained in the greatly different environment of America
was another question.
The "first four" pastors who founded in 1872 what was
to become the Danish Lutheran Church were in many ways
representative of the diversity of the Church of Denmark.
Their theological position, as published in the first issue of
Kirkelig Samler, was such that virtually every Danish
Lutheran could subscribe to it. Not until the mid-1880s,
when the Danish Church took action to establish a seminary
in the United States, would the long-smoldering feud
between Grundtvigian and Inner Mission burst into flame.
By that time there already was a Danish Lutheran
Seminary in America - Trinitatis Seminarium at Blair,
Nebraska. If measured solely in terms of faculty, students,
curriculum, and physical plant, Trinity only marginally
merited the designation of seminary when it opened late in
the fall of 1884. The entire student body - four young men
- lived and attended classes in the home of the school's
single faculty member, a young pastor with little formal
education and even less teaching experience. Yet in historical
perspective, the rudimentary theological classes undertaken
in these simple surroundings mark two major milestones in
Danish-American history: the opening of the first Lutheran
Seminary in the United States exclusively for the training of
pastors to work among Danish immigrants; and the
beginnings of the educational institution which came to be
known as Dana College. 1o
The roots of Trinity Seminary reach back into the
"Conference." As noted earlier, when Clausen and the others
formed the Norwegian-Danish Conference in 1870, they did
so with the anticipation Danish immigration would grow to
the point that the Danes could stand alone. From the
beginning, then, both Danes and Norwegians in the
Conference looked forward to the happy day when the
Danes would be able to strike out on an independent course.
Because the Conference had taken a strong position against
what some Lutherans were already calling the "Grundtvigian
heresy," there was little likelihood that the departing Danes
-13-

would unite with the evolving Danish Church. In some
ways, the Norwegians confronted an awkward dilemma. On
the one hand they wanted to see a "theologically correct"
Danish synod established as soon as possible. But on the
other hand, they did not want to push the fledgling Danes
out of the nest before they were ready to fly. The solution
was a series of intermediate steps. In 1875, the Danish pastors
within the Conference - all four of them - formed a special
mission committee to work among immigrants from their
homeland. Two years later, again with encouragement from
the conference, the Danes began their own publication,
Dansk Luthersk Kirkeblad (Danish Lutheran Church
Paper). 11
These tentative steps toward independence coincided
with a rapid rise in Danish migration to the United States,
especially to Nebraska and western Iowa. The main
attraction in these two midwestern states was the relative
availability of good land and the possibility of becoming an
independent farmer. Studies of emigration from rural
Denmark indicate that few who owned land went to
America but often their children did. Kristian Hvidt
concludes that the exodus from Denmark's rural districts
"was the flight of the landless - the farmhands, the
milkmaids, the servants, the parias (SIC) with no land
inheritance in prospect with slim chances of ever saving up
enough to buy even a small plot of land." These Danes and
settlers of other origins poured into Iowa and Nebraska by
the thousands during the decade of the 1880s. Nebraska's
population soared from 452,407 in 1880 to 1,058,910 in
1890. The number of Danish born increased at an even
greater rate. Between them in 1870, Iowa and Nebraska had
3,956 Danes. Twenty years later the figure was 29,866. It is
little wonder, then, that the Danish pastors within the
Conference focused much of their initial mission activity at
the developing concentrations
of their newly arrived
countrymen in Iowa and Nebraska. 12
Although many of these immigrants came from areas in
Denmark where the Inner Mission was having its greatest
impact, not all were pietists. The first Dane encountered by
-14-

Pastor Hans Hansen in 1874 when he began his pioneering
mission work in Omaha was a saloonkeeper. Yet Hansen
recalls that the man greeted him warmly and "affirmed with
an oath that it would be splendid to have a Danish pastor, so
that the children might be baptized and instructed, and so
the young people might be decently married, and the dead
might receive a decent burial." 13 Of the seven Danes
ordained by the Conference between 187 4 and 1882, four
came to Nebraska and a fifth went to Council Bluffs, Iowa.
In fact, the entire Omaha District of the Conference
consisted of Danish pastors, a circumstance which surely
added to their inclination to operate as an autonomous unit.
Two events served to hasten the peaceful separation of
these Danes from their Norwegian brothers. For some time
the Danes had pushed for the addition of a university-trained
Danish theologian to the Augsburg f acuity. By 1881 a
change in leadership at the Seminary had made the
eventuality of a Danish professor unlikely. Consequently,
the frustrated Danes began toying with the idea of creating a
school of their own - if not a seminary then perhaps a folk
school.
The second event which hastened the process of
separation came in October, 1882, when Pastors Hansen, G.
B. Christiansen, and Mads C. Hansen Rohe met at Munson
Creek in Nebraska's Howard County. The three had come to
conduct a preaching mission in the midst of this rapidly
growing Danish settlement. The sparse turnout for their first
session was a disappointment. "We had expected to see a
large gathering of our countrymen," Christiansen recalled,
"but only two adults and one boy came out for this opening
meeting." Much discouraged, the three pastors went to the
nearby dugout of Mr. and Mrs. Soren Johnsen. Here their
conversation eventually turned to the question of detaching
themselves from the Conference. The men discussed a wide
variety of options but finally decided that the only way they
could show their "Danish colors" was to organize an
independent church. Again to quote from Christiansen's
memoirs: "After considering this question and what was
involved in the way of responsibility, duties, difficulties, but
-15-

also blessings, we were convinced that 'this is from the Lord.'
Our hearts glowed with enthusiasm for carrying out this
plan." 14
It was not until a year later, at a meeting of the Omaha
District of the Conference at Hampton, Nebraska, that the
next steps were taken. Attending were the three pastors who
had met at Munson Creek along with Pastor Anders
Rasmussen, and several laymen from various Danish
congregations. All agreed that continued membership within
the Conference was no longer feasible. Pastor Rasmusssen
acknowledged that nationality had little to do with an
individual's relationship with God, "but it has great
importance for our work among our own people. By
separating from the Conference and forming a new synod,
many will join us rather than stand alone." Although some
in attendance expressed concern about the expense of
building and operating a seminary, there was general
agreement to proceed with the division. Pastors Rohe and
Christiansen and layman P. C. T. Munk were appointed to
make the necessary arrangements. 15
The three men reported to the next meeting of the
District, held in the Swedish Lutheran Church on Cass Street
in Omaha, February 28 to March 2, 1884. Again there was a
great deal of discussion as the five pastors and twenty-three
laymen in attendance wrestled with a wide variety of issues
and problems. It was finally resolved to send Pastor A. M.
Andersen to Denmark in an effort to secure affiliation with
the Inner Mission, though at least one of the pastors saw
little benefit coming from the trip. Other actions involved
the adoption of a provisional constitution, the establishment
of a publishing house and the selling of shares therein to
support Dansk Luthersk Kirkeblad, and a decision to
correspond with leaders of the Danish Church in America
concerning common grounds for a possible merger. It was
also agreed that the Danish Mission Committee be continued
until certain matters can be clarified, particularly the future
relationship with the Inner Mission in Denmark.
In the weeks following the Omaha meeting, work on the
foundation of the new church proceeded. The matter of
-16-

securing a peaceful release from the Conference was settled
in June when delegates to that church's annual convention
adopted the following resolution: "The Conference accepts
the reasons given in the communication of six Danish pastors
- A. M. Andersen, H. H. Hansen, M. C. H. Rohe, P.
Bertelsen, G. B. Christiansen and A. Rasmussen - for their
resignation and the founding of the new church and wishes
them the blessings of God in their work." 16 It had been
fourteen years since Clausen and others had founded the
Norwegian-Danish Conference; the seeds planted then were
about to bear fruit.
At about the same time the Conference was wishing the
departing Danes God's blessings, Andersen was appearing
before the executive council of the Inner Mission meeting in
convention at Viborg, Denmark. Although warmly
received, he soon realized that Inner Mission leaders were
unwilling to throw their support behind a new Danish
Church in America. A disappointed Andersen traveled next
to Orslev to meet with the venerable Vilhelm Beck. He found
Beck equally cordial and equally unwilling to take "the hand
extended from brethern in America." Many years later
Andersen explained in his memoirs that Beck had just agreed
to join the Commission to Further the Preaching of the
Gospel among Danes in America, "and thus he hoped to win
back the whole mission in America to the Inner Mission,
where by right it belonged. Consequently he advised us to
join the Danish Church." Despite these rebuffs, Andersen
believed that his trip had not been in vain. "I was generally
met in a brotherly way," he recalled, "and many pastors
gave me a chance to preach in their churches and to lay the
cause of our mission before large audiences; collections were
also given to it, and I became acquainted with several young
men who came to us and studied for the ministry. " 17
While Andersen was in Denmark, his fellow pastors
were in contact with leaders of the Danish Church. Nothing
came of this brief correspondence concerning the possible
merger of the two Danish Lutheran groups, largely because
the former members of the Conference insisted there be prior
-17-

agreement on the Bible as the word of God before
negotiations were initiated. 18
The events of the summer of 1884 were decisive. Having
withdrawn from the Conference, unable to secure affiliation
in Denmark, and unwilling to join the already existing
Danish Church in America, the six Danish pastors trained at
Augsburg had little choice but to complete the longunderway process of establishing an independent church
body. To this end a meeting was scheduled for September 11
to 14, 1884 at St. John's Lutheran Church, the small rural
congregation served by Andersen at Argo, some fifteen miles
to the northwest of Blair. As John M. Jensen has pointed out,
there is considerable evidence to indicate that the church had
begun to function as an independent association several
months before the Argo meeting. 19 But no matter how
proforma, there were many organizational matters still
needing approval, including a final vote on the constitution,
the election of officers, and the appointment of committees.
In this sense the meeting at Argo may be seen as both climax
and beginning; it marked not only the culmination of years
of prayer, planning and preparation but also the joyful start
of a new church.
On September 12, the assembled pastors and lay delegates organized "Det Danske Evangelisk Luterske Kirkesamfund i Amerika" The Danish Evangelical Lutheran
Church Association in America). With the exception of the
Danish word Samfund, meaning association, fellowship,
society, or group, the name of the new church was identical
to that of the Danish Church. Consequently the newer
church was often referred to as "Samfundet" by Danes.
Others generally called it the "Blair Church" because of the
location of its seminary. The delegates adopted, with only
minor revisions, the constitution presented at the Omaha
meeting six months earlier. There is little doubt that the
opening paragraph in the constitution was drafted with the
Grundtvigans in mind as it states "in the Holy Scriptures we
have an authentic and complete statement of the revealed
word of God for the salvation of men. " 20
Chosen as officers of the newly formed church were
-18-

Pastor Hans Hansen, president, Pastor A. Rasmussen, vice
president, Pastor A. M. Andersen, secretary, and Peter
Clausen, a layman from Albert Lea, Minnesota, as treasurer.
These officers presided over a tiny synod. It had but nine
pastors - the six who had left the Conference in June had
since been agumented by the admission of Jens Danielsen, a
former pastor in the Danish Church, and two freshly
ordained candidates, P. Nielsen and John Risdahl. This small
band of clergymen served nineteen largely rural or small
town congregations and fifteen additional preaching stations
with a combined membership of less than two thousand.
Five of the pastorates were in Nebraska, two in Minnesota,
one in Kansas, and one in Iowa. Given the initial size of the
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church Association, it is not
surprising that some of these early church leaders later used
the Biblical parable of the mustard seed to describe the
history of their synod - great works from humble
beginnings. 21
The founding fathers of the Blair Church were a
remarkably young group. At the time of the Argo meeting,
none of the first six pastors had yet reached his fortieth
birthday. Most had been in the United States for little more
than a decade. That they had come to the American frontier
to spread the Gospel among their fellow immigrants is
eloquent testimony to their faith and courage. To aid in
carrying out their work, they created a new church in this
new land. For this church to grow and flourish, it would
need the nourishment of a seminary. This was their next
task, and before leaving Argo they took the first steps
toward the establishment of Trinity Seminary.
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